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SUBJ: SEYCHELLES POLITICS AND CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 38095 

1. IN COURSE RECENT VISIT BY EMBOPF TO SEYCHELLES, POLITICAL 
LEADERS OP TWO PARTIES AND SENIOR UK COLONIAL ADMINISTRATORS 
PROVIDED POLLOWING INPORMATION ON MARCH 14-27 CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONPERENCE IN LONDON. 

2. IT IS GENERALLY AGREED THAT TWO MOST TROUBLESOME ISSUES 
TO BE RESOLVED IN LONDON WILL BE SPUP'S CALL POR PRESH, 
PRE-INDEPENDENCE ELECTIONS AND RETURN TO SEYCHELLES OF 
THREE BIOT ISLANDS. 

A) NEW ELECTIONS - SPUP HAS BEEN DEMANDING ELECTORAL 
REFORM AND FRESH ELECTIONS EVER SINCE APRIL 1974 GENERAL 
ELECTION IN WHICH SPUP POLLED 48 PERCENT OP POPULAR VOTE 
BUT WON ONLY 2 SEATS OUT OP 15 IN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
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RENE TOLD EMBOPP HE WILL PRESS POR INCREASE IN NUMBER OP 
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ELECTED MEMBERS EROM PRESENT 15 TO 31 TO BE ELECTED BY 
PROPORTIONAL BALLOTING, I.E. EACH PARTY WOULD PUBLISH 
LIST OP 31 NATIONAL CANDIDATES, NUMBER ACTUALLY SEATED 
WOULD CORRESPOND TO PERCENTAGE OP POPULAR VOTE OBTAINED. 

RENE WILL ALSO ASK POR LOWERING OF VOTING AGE PROM 21 TO 18. 

MANY OBSERVERS IN SEYCHELLES, INCLUDING SEVERAL SENIOR 
BRITISH OPFICIALS, BELIEVE SPUP WOULD WIN NEW ELECTION 
UNDER REVAMPED PROCEDURES. NOT SURPRISINGLY, CHIEP MINISTER 
MANCHAM IS DEAD SET AGAINST PRE-INDEPENDENCE ELECTIONS 
CLAIMING PARTY THAT WON APRIL 1974 ELECTION HAD RECEIVED 
COMMITMENT PROM BRITISH TO PORM PIRST INDEPENDENCE GOVERNMENT 
IN SEYCHELLES. WHILE RENE IMPLIED WILLINGNESS GO ALONG 
WITH HMG DECISION ON THIS ISSUE, MANCHAM INDICATED CON- 
STITUTIONAL TALKS COULD BREAK UP SHOULD BRITISH ORDER NEW 
ELECTIONS. 

B) BIOT - SPUP HAS MOUNTED VIGOROUS PROPAGANDA 
CAMPAIGN OVER PAST SEVERAL MONTHS DEMANDING RETURN TO 
SEYCHELLES OF THREE ISLAND GROUPS (ALDABRA, DESROCHES 
AND FARQUHAR) WHICH WERE DETACHED IN 1965 TO FORM BIOT 
ALONG WITH DIEGO GARCIA, FORMERLY ADMINISTERED PROM 
MAURITUIS. RENE (WHO SPENT MUCH OP HIS EARLY LIFE ON 
PARQUHAR) WAS ADAMANT ON ISLANDS' UNCONDITIONAL RETURN 
ADDING UK REPUSAL COULD PORCE SPUP DELEGATION TO WALK 
OUT OP CONPERENCE. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED (NAIROBI 0152), 

CHIEF MINISTER MANCHAM, RECOGNIZING LOCAL APPEAL OF THIS 
ISSUE, HAS BEEN FORCED TO TAKE PUBLIC POSITION, THUS PAR 
LIMITED TO VAGUELY WORDED STATEMENTS ON SEYCHELLES' 

RIGHTS IN ISLANDS. MANCHAM SAID HE PRESENTLY UNDECIDED 
WHETHER TO ASK POR PULL RETURN (OR SETTLE POR AGREEMENT 
ALLOWING SEYCHELLES TO EXPLOIT ECONOMIC RESOURCES) 

BUT INDICATED HE IS UNWILLING ALLOW SPUP TO CLAIM SOLE 
CREDIT FOR THEIR RESTORATION SHOULD THAT APPEAR TO BE 
LIKELY. 

3. DELEGATIONS - THE MAIORITY SEYCHELLES DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (SDP) WILL HAVE PIVE DELEGATES (CHIEP MINISTER 
MANCHAM AND FOUR OTHER GOS MINISTERS) AND EIGHT OBSERVERS. 
OPPOSITION SEYCHELLES PEOPLE'S UNITED PARTY (SPUP) WILL 

BE REPRESENTED BY TWO DELGATES (PRESIDENT RENE, SEC GEN 
SINON WHO ARE SPUP'S ONLY ELECTED MEMBERS OP LEGISLATIVE 
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ASSEMBLY). SPUP ALSO ENTITLED SEND EIGHT OBSERVERS. 

EACH PARTY PLANNING HAVE PRESENT ITS OWN CONSTITUTIONAL 
EXPERT/ADVISOR. 

4. TIMING OP INDEPENDENCE - DATE OF INDEPENDENCE WILL 
BE ANNOUNCED AT CONCLUSION OP CONFERENCE. POLITICAL 
MALEADERS OP BOTH PARTIES HOPE AND EXPECT INDEPENDENCE 
WILL BE GRANTED SOMETIME BETWEEN MARCH - MAY 1976. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

MARSHALL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDEPENDENCE, ISLAND CLAIMS, BIOT ISLANDS, ELECTIONS, CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NAIROB01896 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750077-0532 
From: NAIROBI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750381 /aaaacund.tel 

Line Count: 116 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 38095 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <03 NOV 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEYCHELLES POLITICS AND CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE 
TAGS: PINT, PDEV, PGOV, SE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



